
SECOND $1.5 MILLION GRANT RECEIVED FROM UTAH STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
Ogden, Utah – September 14, 2017 – United Way of Northern Utah, in partnership with the 
Ogden School District, has been awarded $1.5 million from the Utah State Board of Education. 
These funds will be distributed over the course of three years to benefit local schoolchildren and 
their families. 
 
Awarded for Ogden United Promise Neighborhood – North (Ben Lomond High School feeder 
area), this Partnership for Student Success grant is designed to increase student success 
beginning in early childhood and extending all the way to college graduation. It is the second 
such grant United Way of Northern Utah has received and complements the award last year for 
the Ogden United Promise Neighborhood – South (Ogden High School feeder area). 
 
“The Ogden School District is excited to join with United Way of Northern Utah and other 
community partners in helping meet the multifaceted needs of our students,” said Rich Nye, 
Superintendent of Ogden School District. “I’m confident that the Partnership for Student  
Success Grant will provide much-needed resources for the Ogden community to build 
sustainable relationships that will ultimately impact the lives of families for years to come.“ 
 
The partnership efforts funded through this grant will benefit students at Gramercy Elementary, 
Mound Fort Junior High School and Ben Lomond High School. Many neighborhood families 
experience the effects of poverty, housing instability, and a lack of education or employment 
opportunities. Median household income in the area is $39,143, compared with Weber County’s 
median income of $56,581. This neighborhood has not seen many of the benefits associated 
with surrounding areas’ economic growth. 
 
The Promise Neighborhood initiative brings partners and community members together to 
address children’s unmet needs and to align the communities support systems. The grant will 
be combined with matching funds and material donations from key partners equal to two times 
the grant’s value each year. The funds will be managed by United Way of Northern Utah for 
specific efforts outlined in the grant, some of which include: family and youth specialists on-site 
in the schools, task forces dedicated to specific issues such as chronic absenteeism and parent 
involvement, early learning coalitions, professional development, improving communication, and 
the sharing of data systemwide; so individual students can be connected to the services they 
need. 
 
Ogden United Promise Neighborhood partners worked together with Ogden School District to 
determine community needs, secure matching funds, and prepare for adequate data collection 
and measurement of their goals of improving academic outcomes. “By working together with 
community partners, we can help kids who are facing challenges realize the power inside of 
them to be successful in school and in life,” said Tim Jackson, CEO of United Way of Northern 
Utah. 
 



Collectively, Ogden United Promise Neighborhood partners can have a greater impact and 
more effectively address the needs of the community. This funding expands on the work already 
happening, which developed from a 2013 Promise Neighborhood planning grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education. “United Way of Northern Utah is honored to be entrusted with these 
funds. We know the community is looking to us to invest them wisely, in ways that will increase 
opportunities for children and youth,” Jackson said. 
 
Along with Ogden School District, key partner organizations include the YMCA of Northern 
Utah, Weber State University, Cottages of Hope, Ogden City, Weber County, Ogden-Weber 
Technical College, Weber Human Services, Daniels Fund, Intermountain Health Care, Holcim, 
and Business Depot Ogden. Many other organizations have also been involved in these efforts 
to develop and implement programs aimed at improving educational outcomes. 
 
The Utah State Legislature passed Partnership for Student Success - Senate Bill 67 in 2016 
with an appropriation of two million dollars annually (up to $500,000 per applicant), to be 
distributed among grant recipients. An additional appropriation of one million dollars was made 
during the 2017 legislative session. Senator Ann Milner sponsored the bill, saying the intent is to 
help organizations “[get] together as a community, building partnerships that will help our 
schools and our students be successful.” 
### 
 
About United Way of Northern Utah: 
United Way of Northern Utah is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, which serves Weber, Box 
Elder, and Morgan counties. Its mission is to unite people and organizations to build a healthy, 
stable, and well-educated community where individuals, families, and neighborhoods thrive. 
 
About Ogden United Promise Neighborhood: 
The Ogden United Promise Neighborhood (Ogden United PN) initiative came into being in 2009 
under the name “Ogden United” as a grassroots effort championed by community leaders to 
address the increasingly concentrated needs of residents in the central city. The goal of Ogden 
United PN is to ensure all children and youth have access to great schools and strong systems 
of family and community support that will prepare them to attain an excellent education and 
successfully transition to college and career. 
 
Contact: 
Angela Choberka 
Assistant Director, Ogden United Promise Neighborhood 
United Way of Northern Utah 
801-388-0031 
achoberka@uwnu.org 


